Information sheet for the course
Political Culture and Conflicts of Values

University: Alexander Dubcek University of Trencin

Faculty: Department of Political Science

Course unit code: PLTP12 Course unit title: Political Culture and Conflicts of Values

Type of course unit: compulsory

Planned types, learning activities and teaching methods:
Lecture: 2 hour weekly
Seminar: 2 hour weekly

Number of credits: 6

Recommended semester: autumn
Recommended year: 2

Degree of study: /. (Master)

Assessment methods:
Students have to prepare a seminar work and study recommended readings during the semester to
receive credits. The course is completed by an oral exam.

Marking of the course: A — at least 92 points, B — at least 83 points, C — at least 74 points, D at
least 65 points, E — at least 56 points.

Learning outcomes of the course unit:
By completing the course, the student will be able to:

e recognize individual approaches to the understanding and study of political culture and
use them to analyze and explain political events and the stability of political regimes, or
relations between states

e recognize and be able to use the basic procedures for evaluating political culture

e to use knowledge from the history of political thought extended by when thinking about
politics

e explain theories and concepts of political culture and value conflicts, also using knowledge
from other scientific disciplines, such as sociology and history, and recognizes the
interdisciplinary overlap of these phenomena

e independently, scientifically and professionally solve assigned tasks of a theoretical and
practical nature on the topic of values, activism, participation and political culture in the
field of political science and arrive at original conclusions

e create professional texts and opinions on the topics of civil society, political culture and
value clashes with use in state administration and self-government, in non-governmental
organizations and political parties, in international organizations or in the media sphere

e present the topics of political culture and social capital in the English language

e solve assigned tasks as a team

Course contents:
1. Introductory meeting, informing about the evaluation of the subject and the content of individual
meetings
2. Culture and political culture; approaches based on Almond and Verb, their analytical
contribution and criticism

3. Civic culture of Almond and Verb as a basic work of the concept of political culture

4. The concept of social capital and Robert Putnam's contribution to the topic of political culture

5. Ronald Inglehart and changes in values in modern and postmodern societies

6. Samuel Huntington and the vision of the clash of civilizations

7. Value conflicts in companies, social cleavages and their political representation (Lipset and
Rokkan)

8. The onset of identity politics

9. Ronald Inglehart and the value explanation of the rise of the extreme right in Western countries,

authoritarian populism as a challenge to liberal democracy
10. Political participation of citizens in Slovakia
11. Post-communist transformation in CEE and its mutual relationship with political culture
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